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science, technology, engineering and math
(STEM) summer camp and after school STEM
enrichment programs. Since March 2013, they
have served 2,000 students in Contra Costa
County and disbursed $10,000 in scholarship
funds.

In addition to her work with Inspire Learning
Institute, Ms. Centeno is an active member of
her community in Martinez, California. She is
a member of the East Bay Leadership Coun-
cil, founder and past president of the Filipino
American Democratic Club, former president
of the Martinez Citizens Oversight Committee
and a former member of the Contra Costa
Mental Health Commission.

Mr. Speaker, we recognize Ms. Evelyn
Javier Centeno for her achievements and for
enriching our community. It is fitting and prop-
er that we honor her here today with the
American Dream Award.

——————
HONORING THE 25TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF AN ACHIEVABLE
DREAM

HON. ROBERT C. “BOBBY” SCOTT

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 16, 2017

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, | rise
to honor An Achievable Dream, which will be
commemorating its 25th anniversary this
weekend.

An Achievable Dream was founded by the
late Walter Segaloff, a local community leader,
businessman, and humanitarian. His ambitious
public-private educational partnership in New-
port News, Virginia started small but has
grown exponentially in the last 25 years.

When An Achievable Dream first opened its
doors in 1992, it was a small summer and
after-school tennis and tutoring program for 95
fourth graders. A year later, the program more
than doubled the number of students it served
to 200 rising fourth and fifth graders. In 1994,
An Achievable Dream expanded even further
by becoming a full-time, extended day school
for 400 children in grades three through five,
and in 1994 they started serving grades six
through eight at Dunbar Erwin Middle School.
Five years later, in 2000, An Achievable
Dream Academy was founded as a year-
round, full time elementary school and by
2007 they opened a separate, full-time middle
and high school. Since those early years, An
Achievable Dream has grown beyond Newport
News and now has partnerships with Virginia
Beach City Public Schools and Heinrico Coun-
ty Public Schools.

The motto of An Achievable Dream is
“Teaching Kids Winning Ways.” The Achiev-
able Dream program is structured to give
young people the skills needed to succeed in
life. Those skills are taught at An Achievable
Dream on the tennis court, in the classroom,
on field trips, and in sharing experiences with
successful and caring adults in the community.

One of the things that makes An Achievable
Dream so impactful on the lives of the young
people it serves is An Achievable Dream’s
ability to show the boundless opportunities
available if you just make the right choices.
The staff, supporters and sponsors at An
Achievable Dream have worked over the last
25 years to ensure that their students grad-
uate on time and have an opportunity to go to
college.
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An Achievable Dream has not achieved all
of this on its own. Walter Segaloff understood
that it took every facet of the community—in-
cluding school leaders, public officials, law en-
forcement, the military, and businesses—to
work together toward the common goal of
making better the lives and educational out-
comes of as many young persons as possible.
| would like to thank each of the community
organizations and businesses for stepping up
and helping make An Achievable Dream the
success that it is today. | would also like to
thank our military for volunteering regularly
with these students for An Achievable Dream’s
character development program. And of
course, | want to thank Kathy Edwards, Presi-
dent and CEO of An Achievable Dream, and
all the faculty and staff who have dedicated
their careers to these young people.

Mr. Speaker, | am honored to have been in-
volved with An Achievable Dream as a sup-
porter since its beginning. As our community
gathers to celebrate the 25th Anniversary of
the An Achievable Dream at the annual Ten-
nis Ball gala this weekend, | look forward to
the continued success of An Achievable
Dream. | would like to congratulate the staff,
supporters and sponsors at An Achievable
Dream on a quarter century of success and |
look forward to witnessing their many contin-
ued successes in the future.

——————

INTRODUCTION OF THE BUREAU
OF RECLAMATION AND BUREAU
OF INDIAN AFFAIRS WATER
PROJECT STREAMLINING ACT OF
2017

HON. DAN NEWHOUSE

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 16, 2017

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to introduce my legislation, the Bureau of Rec-
lamation and Bureau of Indian Affairs Water
Project Streamlining Act. As my constituents
know all too well, communities across the
western United States are often faced with the
detrimental impacts of droughts and water
shortages. In states where the Bureau of Rec-
lamation (BOR) and Bureau of Indian Affairs
(BIA) hold jurisdiction for the development of
water projects, communities are left waiting
due to a lack of a streamlined process. These
communities need BOR and BIA to accelerate
studies and provide more accountability in the
agencies’ processes to study the feasibility of
new or expanded surface water storage, water
recycling, and rural and Title XVI water
projects. This legislation will streamline BOR
and BIA’s environmental planning and study
process for these water projects and ensure
that communities in the West can address the
critical need for water supplies that continue to
grow with demand.

In order to meet existing human and envi-
ronmental needs, we must update current
water supply infrastructure. This legislation ap-
plies the same streamlined water project de-
velopment process used by the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers, which was established
under the “Water Resources Reform Develop-
ment Act of 2014,” to BOR and BIA’s proc-
esses for surface water, storage, infrastruc-
ture, and recycling project development. This
legislation will improve both water storage and
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conservation infrastructure, as well as the reli-
ability of our vital water supply for commu-
nities across the nation. A dependable supply
of water is an indispensable resource in the
West—from farming and ranching, to recre-
ation and municipal uses, to manufacturing
and wildfire response needs, this resource
truly is vital. Conducted in concert with improv-
ing stream flows, protecting headwater areas,
rebuilding fish runs, and boosting continued
conservation efforts, this streamlining effort will
provide great relief for my constituents and
constituents across the western United States.

In addition, the legislation authorizes several
key water development projects across the
West, including projects in California, Kansas,
Montana, as well as my home state of Wash-
ington. One of these is the third phase of a
vital effort in my District in Central Wash-
ington, the Yakima River Basin Water En-
hancement Project. The Yakima River Basin is
one of the leading agricultural regions in
Washington State and throughout the country.
However, the demand for water in the region
currently exceeds the resources available, es-
pecially during times of drought, which have
hit the state especially hard in the past few
years. After years of tough negotiations, the
Yakima River Basin Plan is a model of col-
laboration that offers a solution to give water
users more certainty, while also recognizing
the concerns of conservationists and the var-
ious stakeholders in the Yakima Basin. The
authorization of this project is vital for my Dis-
trict, just as water projects are in states across
the West. This legislation will allow the next
major step to addressing our water crisis to
become a reality.

This commonsense bill reforms the current
cumbersome and lengthy process so that
there is a mechanism to build new water and
infrastructure projects in Central Washington
and across the west. | welcome all members
to join me in supporting this legislation, and |
urge its swift passage through the U.S. House
of Representatives and U.S. Senate.

——

COMMEMORATING CHIP
HALBACH’S RETIREMENT

HON. KEITH ELLISON

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 16, 2017

Mr. ELLISON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
commemorate Chip Halbach’s retirement in
September of 2017 after 30 years of service
with the Minnesota Housing Partnership.

Chip has long been an advocate for afford-
able housing for Minnesota residents. In 1987,
Chip founded Minneapolis Housing Partner-
ship (MHP). MHP convenes, guides, and sup-
ports a diversity of partners working to im-
prove conditions of home and community. Ini-
tially, MHP’s focus was informing housing
groups and partners on pending legislation.
MHP evolved to become a major provider of
technical assistance and financial support to
increase the capacity of organizations building
and developing affordable housing. MHP has
served as an intermediary for the Minnesota
Department of Human Services, the U.S. De-
partment of Housing and Urban Development,
and the U.S. Department of Agriculture.

Seeing the need to bring together the af-
fordable housing community, Chip Halbach
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started the Homes for All Coalition. The
Homes for All Coalition is a statewide coalition
that works to provide safe, stable, and afford-
able housing for people across all income lev-
els. From working to increase rental subsidies,
to improving infrastructure at manufactured
housing parks, and resources for first time
homebuyers, Homes for All is tackling the di-
verse range of housing issues facing Minneso-
tans.

Chip is widely known for his encyclopedic
knowledge of federal and state housing pro-
grams, sophisticated housing finance tools
and their history. Policymakers and elected of-
ficials have often drawn on Chip’s wealth of
knowledge and expertise in the affordable
housing field. Many have cheekily quipped,
“before ‘Google’ there was Chip Halbach.”

Chip Halbach’s leadership has helped
shape legislation, provided education, and se-
cured money to create safe, decent, affordable
places for families and individuals to live. His
steady leadership leaves the Minnesota Hous-
ing Partnership poised to move forward in
tackling our affordable housing crisis. | want to
thank Mr. Halbach for all his years of service.
His presence will be missed, but his contribu-
tions will not be forgotten.

IN MEMORY OF MRS. LAURA DIXIE

HON. AL LAWSON, JR.

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 16, 2017

Mr. LAWSON of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to pay tribute to Mrs. Laura Dixie, one
of Tallahassee, Florida’s foot soldiers in the
Civil Rights movement, who passed away on
Saturday, November 11, 2017 at the age of
92. Laura Dixie was a civil rights trailblazer,
and played a crucial role in the Reverend C.
K. Steele’s quest to desegregate Tallahas-
see’s public transportation system in 1956.
She also worked with Reverend Steel and oth-
ers in the original 1962 lawsuit calling for the
desegregation ofLeon County Schools.

Laura saw early in life that obtaining civil
rights was going to be challenging. One of her
favorite stories was about going downtown
one day with her parents and seeing water
fountains marked for “Whites only, and Col-
ored only.”

Life took Laura from sampling water on a
dare, from a segregated Whites only fountain
inside the Leon County Courthouse, “to see if
it was sweeter;” to playing a pivotal role in the
Tallahassee Bus Boycott. She traveled during
troubled times to Mississippi, Alabama, and
Georgia to participate in Voter Registration
drives; to seeing a black man elected Presi-
dent of the United States. It was one of her
proudest moments to see President Obama in
the White House.

In the early 1950’s, Laura joined her hus-
band Samuel L. Dixie at Bethel Missionary
Baptist Church, where together they worked
closely with the church and in the community
to promote Civil Rights. Her involvement in
Tallahassee’s Civil Rights movement went
along with her active membership in the
Southern Christian Leadership Conference,
the Inter-Civic Council in Tallahassee and the
NAACP, of which she was a life member.

At the time of her death, Laura lived in the
house that she and her husband owned since
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the mid50s on Tanner Drive in Jake Gaither
Park. They often found room in their house to
help Florida A&M University students in need
of a place to live when their funds were de-
pleted.

Mr. Speaker, Laura Dixie was simply a trail-
blazer and an icon, who fearlessly battled the
horrors of being a black woman in the south
during desegregation. Laura Dixie’s spirit and
attitude will be truly missed.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. STEVE RUSSELL

OF OKLAHOMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 16, 2017

Mr. RUSSELL. Mr. Speaker, in connection
with official business, | was unable to attend
votes on November 15, 2017.

Had | been present, | would have voted
YEA on Roll Call No. 635; and YEA on Roll
Call No. 636.

100TH BIRTHDAY OF CARL BURGER
HON. BRAD R. WENSTRUP

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 16, 2017

Mr. WENSTRUP. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the 100th birthday of Carl Burger
of Williamsburg, Ohio.

In 1917, the first World War still burned in
Europe. But in small town America, William
and Emily Burger were welcoming Carl Burger
to the world, and to Ohio. With the exception
of several exceptional years in service to his
country, Carl has lived in Williamsburg, Ohio
for his entire life.

On the occasion of Carl’s birthday, I'd like to
tell you a bit about where one hundred years
of a remarkable life has taken him.

In Williamsburg, Carl was many things. A
formidable basketball player, a talented drum-
mer, an employee in the family meat market.
He left Williamsburg for the first time when he
volunteered for the army in 1941, before the
United States entered the Second World War.
He was months away from completing his
service, and returning to Ohio, when Pearl
Harbor was bombed. Carl knew in that mo-
ment that he’d be in the war for its duration.

| cannot speak directly for Carl’s wartime
experience. But his story is one of humanity,
humility, and humor. He served as 3rd Infantry
medic in North Africa, and throughout the
Italian campaign. While serving on the front
lines, he had more than a few close calls with
torpedoes, artillery, and enemy patrols. Carl is
keenly aware of a sense of luck, or a touch of
providence, that guided him through these in-
cidents largely unharmed.

While Carl surely saw enough of the war to
last him a lifetime, he also witnessed great
bravery, and he rose to great bravery in re-
turn. He was awarded the Bronze Star for di-
recting the evacuation of 58 wounded Gl's
from the front lines of Italy. His experiences
taught him that courage can be found in funny
places—a shared bottle of contraband whis-
key, or an unexpected foxhole visit from a
general.

Ultimately, like every veteran, Carl’s service
is only a part of his story. He was still a young
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man when he returned to Williamsburg. He re-
turned to his father's meat market, and the
town band. He married and had children. He
has a long history of participation in fraternal
organizations like the Masons, and youth serv-
ice organizations like the International Order of
Rainbows for Girls.

His talent as a grill-master is legendary, as
is his generosity and spirit.

Mr. Speaker, Carl Burger is a good man,
and he’s lived one hundred years worth cele-
brating. | hope you’ll all join me in wishing him
the happiest of birthdays.

HONORING MR. ELIOT SEIDE
HON. KEITH ELLISON

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 16, 2017

Mr. ELLISON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of Mr. Eliot Seide, for his thirty-eight
years of public service to the citizens of the
Fifth Congressional District, to the 43,000
members of American Federation of State,
County and Municipal Employees (AFSCME)
Council 5, and to the great state of Minnesota.
Mr. Seide was the first in his family to attend
college, graduating Phi Beta Kappa from New
York University. In graduate school, Mr. Seide
realized that he was tired of talking about
making a difference and decided it was time to
take action.

Mr. Seide’s father Julius, was a leader of
the Printers Union in New York City. Eliot fol-
lowed in his father's footsteps when he went
to work for AFSCME and its President, Jerry
Wurf, in 1979. Mr. Seide came to Minnesota
in 1980. He was central to helping state em-
ployees in AFSCME Council 6 wage a suc-
cessful strike in 1981. He worked to strength-
en AFSCME in local government in the Twin
Cities metropolitan area by helping form
AFSCME Council 14 in 1982. Over the next
12 years, Mr. Seide was instrumental in build-
ing power for working people in Minnesota
and improving the quality of public services in
Minnesota through a strong and progressive
labor movement.

In his thirty-eight year career with AFSCME,
Mr. Seide has fought hard for a better Min-
nesota for everyone. He worked his way up in
the union, serving in many capacities as field
representative, legislative  director, inter-
national area director, and as Executive Direc-
tor of both AFSCME Council 14 and AFSCME
Council 5.

In 2004, Mr. Seide became the executive di-
rector of AFSCME Council 5, one of the larg-
est unions in the state of Minnesota. In 2006,
Mr. Seide was also elected AFSCME Inter-
national vice president. Governor Mark Dayton
has shared these words about Mr. Seide:
“He’s a tireless advocate for his members,
and he has that New York edge to his style
but believes fiercely in doing what’s right for
his members.”

The state of Minnesota will long remember
the work of Mr. Eliot Seide as a leader of not
only Council 5, but for all Minnesotans around
issues of fair taxes, decent wages, responsible
investments in transportation, clean water, a
strong education system, and healthy families.
He believes deeply that we all do better when
we all do better. | thank Mr. Seide for his
many years of service to Minnesotans.
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